
APPENDIX F 
From: rifat sucu 
Sent: 07 November 2020 13:21 
To: ep@gravesham.gov.uk  
Subject: Re: Kings Head 8/9 King St, Gravesend. Kent. DA12 2EB - Application to vary license  

Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I have read your response to my application to erect a small bar in the garden of the Kings 
Head Sports Bar. I am shocked by whoever in the environmental protection team wrote it 
with so many inaccuracies.  
 
Firstly, the garden in the bar is actually bigger than the inside of the Kings Head customer 
area. You may be aware that currently the government has removed all restrictions so that 
businesses can survive during the pandemic. Bars, pubs etc do not have to have planning 
permission to put chairs and tables outside on the pavement or gardens. People are also 
allowed to buy alcohol take away. I am only planning to erect a small 3m bar in my garden 
partly as we are being encouraged to be outside rather than inside. The license officer has 
already visited my garden and is satisfied that I am complying with all the rules. 
 
You have mainly mentioned the noise effect at the back of the building on both sides. Has 
anyone actually visited the site? If they do they would understand it when I say that it is 
incorrect. My garden is surrounded by 1 acre of land. The road beyond is Brewhouse Yard 
which is made up of commercial buildings. One side is my land, only on the corner of Queen 
St and Brewhouse Yard is there a residential block of flats which is quite some distance from 
by garden (incidentally, it is very close to Blakes Nightclub which is open until 4am, I wonder 
how Blakes got a license for their garden to have a bar and shisha). On King St itself I am 
number 8/9. Next door is number 7 which is a fruit and veg shop with an empty upper part ( 
I am actually in the process of buying this building ) Number 6 on the same side is a Nail 
Beauty Shop with no upper parts and carrying on until the corner with the High St there are 
no residential buildings. On the other side of the Kings Head is number 10 which used to be 
The Money Shop and is now owned by me and has no residential upstairs. Number 11 is the 
old cinema which I use myself for storage. So I do not know where you got the idea that 
there will be a noise problem.  
 
With regard to the TV's that will be in the garden. I want to make it clear that the TV's will 
be silent. Even inside the bar they are silent unless there is a major sporting event. During 
the pandemic we are closing at 10pm but if we do go back to normal times the bar is only 
open late from 10pm on Fridays and Saturday evenings until 2.30am. Most major TV live 
sporting events ie football are finished by 10pm.  
 
We have an acoustic door at the entrance to the garden which is 2m away from the fire exit 
door and just to remind you again that my garden is in 1 acre of land. It is not just a smoking 
area it is my beer garden and has been there for 20 years since the old cinema burnt down.  
 
You say that the land at the back does not belong to me. This is correct, however, I have an 
agreement with the land owner to use the whole of the land as well as the cinema building 
as I see fit. I maintain it and protect it as before this the land was being used purely for 
illegal parking and fly tipping. I myself erected a fence and double gates (lockable) and have 
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installed CCTV. The landowner has no use for this land at the moment and was very grateful 
to me as he was concerned that Travellers may move in which often happens in Gravesend. 
I had a meeting with the land owner yesterday and he told me that he plans to put in an 
application to the council for permission to build 52 flats. He knows it is unlikely that he will 
be granted permission If he does get permission, I will no longer have a beer garden and I 
will accept this. This is the agreement between myself and the land owner. Currently I am in 
charge of this land and whoever wants to access it has to go through me. You are free to 
contact the land owner if you need any confirmation of this. 
 
Finally, all the reasons you mention for not granting my variation are all incorrect. As you 
know I have been running the Kings  
Head for 11 years as well as another business locally. Gravesend residential areas are full of 
pubs and some have gardens, some use the front of the pubs for smoking and drinking and 
can be very noisy. An example is The Goose in King St, where people stream out to the front 
and make alot of noise and also the Pocock has lots of chairs and tables out the front. At 
least in the Kings Head I am keeping people inside the bar or outside safely in my garden. 
During the last football World Cup we were packed to capacity and kept as many people as 
possible in the garden and also let them leave through the back. The Goose customers were 
all leaving out the front blocking the road and stopping public transport, causing mayhem. 
You can check the video that is on YouTube. 
 
During this pandemic we are all struggling to survive and do the best we can. Central 
government is trying to make things easier for us but local government is not helping at all. I 
hope you will rethink and decide in my favour. Please contact me anytime if you need to. 
My number is 0xxxxxxxxxx. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Mr Rifat Sucu BA (hons) 
On behalf of Mr I. Sucu 
 


